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MOUNTAIN PARADISE: A traditional 
ski-in, ski-out wooden lodge in 
Koralpe with a terrace, balcony 
and stunning mountain views

Skiers steal a snow deal
JANE SLADE seeks out affordable 
ski properties in Austria’s 
lesser-known family resorts

T
ry buying a spacious ski-in, 
ski-out chalet in one of Europe’s top 
areas such as the Portes du Soleil, 
Trois Vallées or Tarentaise and you 
will be lucky to get change from 
£750,000. However, in Austria the 

snow scene is quite different with new chalets 
available from £239,000 which are attracting 
retirees looking for year-round activities.

“One of the most interesting observations we 
have made this winter is an increased interest 
from retired people,” confirms Jessica Delaney 
of Austrian ski property specialists Alpine 
Marketing. 

“We have had lots more enquiries over the 
past couple of months from people saying that 
they are looking for a property in Austria that 
can offer them the summertime usage for 
themselves with the clean mountain air, lakes 
and walking and also offer something for their 
children and grandchildren which is where the 
skiing comes in.”

Alpine Marketing is selling two, three and 
four-bedroom chalets in the village of Koralpe, 
in the lesser-known south-eastern Alps. 
Here prices start from E339,000 (£285,690) for 
a two-bed chalet rising to E439,000 (£370,624) 
for a four bed chalet.

“in these instances the clients’ criteria differ 
because the main aim is not the size of the ski 
region,” says Jessica, “So the smaller, less 
touristic regions offer them everything they 
need.” Koralpe (1,550m-2,070m), which boasts 
30km of pistes, accessed by five lifts, is perfect 
for the novice and intermediate skier looking for 
a crowd-free resort and good snow. Koralpe is 

70 minutes from graz Airport (ryanair operates 
a regular service from Stansted airport), and 
has the feel of a private ski resort with a hotel, 
restaurants, après ski bars and grocery store. 

“We have also continued to make good steady 
sales in Austria to families in their 40s who are 

looking for something to rent out while they are 
not using it,” adds Jessica.

All the 50 ski-in, ski-out traditional wood 
chalets in Koralpe have terraces and balconies 
and stunning views. Designed to be occupied 
year round or rented out, all properties are sold 

freehold with furniture packages available.  
When the snow melts the landscape transforms 
into rolling meadows, mountain streams and 
forests which is ideal for biking, hiking and 
horse riding. 

Further north two-bed apartments are for 
sale from $267,000 (£224.958) in the village of 
gerlosplatte, within the popular Tyrol and 
Salzburg provinces. The two to four-bedroom 
Christina apartments are ideal for year round 
use and are sold with no obligation to rent out. 

The finished apartments, two hours from 
Munich and Salzburg airports, are walking 
distance from restaurants and shops and just 
100m from the lifts which whisk you up into the 
Zillertal ski area; a Superskipass accesses 
640km of pistes including the Hintertux glacier, 
offering experienced skiers and snowboarders 
more challenging terrain. 

in summer the stunning Krimml Waterfall 
and Durlassboden Lake are nearby with sailing, 
windsurfing and family watersports facilities.

“investors seeking high capital growth and 
good rental returns should stick to higher-
priced properties in the big, well-known 
resorts,” advises Stuart Law of Assetz 
Management, specialists in uK and overseas 
investment property. “but if you are looking for 
a lifestyle purchase and somewhere to enjoy 
with family and friends then you will have a field 
day looking at properties in lesser known 
resorts where you can find excellent deals.”

 
l MORE INFORMATION:
alpinemarketing.com/020 8455 0505; 
Assetz.co.uk/0161 456 4000
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By Alison Coleman

ADVERTISING FEATURE

CAROLE and Steven Lane 
couldn’t wait to get their 
Oscar pet food franchise 
business up and running. 

“Since leaving school my 
career has always revolved 
around offi ce work, with 
redundancy curbing any 
enthusiasm I had to carry 
on,” said Mrs Lane. 

“Steven is a car 
mechanic and it was 
while we were looking at 
franchise opportunities 
within the motor trade that 
we discovered Oscar.” 

The more the couple 
looked into the business 
potential and the brand, 
the more they realised 
it suited their lifestyle 

perfectly. The company’s 
friendly approach, sound 
background and focus on 
animal wellbeing, 
combined with a business 
model based on providing 
quality pet food at a 
sensible price, gave them 
the confi dence to proceed. 

Mrs Lane said: “With 
our family all grown up we 

can look forward to 
enjoying a comfortable 
working life, fulfi lling our 
passion for animals.”

Oscar is a full member 
of the British Franchise 
Association. 

 
INFORMATION: 
0800 068 1106/
www.oscars.co.uk

Passion for animals fi nds 
positive outlet after redundancy

The drive to succeed

BIG 
PLANS:
Alistair 
Hoy

WHEN Alistair Hoy invested in 
a ChipsAway franchise last 
year, he had big plans. 

Although his initial intention 
was to operate as a mobile 
franchise his aim was to open 
a ChipsAway CarCare centre 
within six months as a fi rst 
step to establishing a 
management franchise. 

Having achieved that, Mr 
Hoy is building a team of 
technicians to help him. He 
expects to be investing in 
additional ChipsAway vehicles 
over the coming months and 
predicts that if all goes to plan, 
he will have a business with a 
million-pound turnover within 
three to fi ve years.

He said: “I’ve previously held 
senior roles in companies 
operating in the USA and Asia 
and because I wasn’t in a 

position to invest up to £200,000 
in one of the major franchise 
brands, I looked for a business 
opportunity that had 
the potential to 
grow into a 
sizeable 
operation.” 

ChipsAway 
emerged as the 

clear choice. With more than 
34 million vehicles on the road 
in the UK, franchisees with 
the leading automotive 
paintwork repair specialist can 
benefi t from rapidly growing 
market demand. 

Mr Hoy added: “Although the 
company has been established 
in the UK for nmore than 15 
years, I feel as though I’ve got 
in on something that’s just 

beginning, with brand 
awareness and 

market share 
growing well.”

INFORMATION: 
www.chips
away.co.uk 

OSCAR WINNERS: Pet food experts Carole and Steve Lane

ROOF PROBLEMS SOLVED?

ACT NOW!
Protect your
roof for LIFE

PROTECT AGAINST SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS AND EXCESSIVE FUEL BILLS!

THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION TO YOUR ROOFING PROBLEMS?

The Rigid Foam Roofing System
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First seen on Tomorrow’s World in 1977 BEAT THE 20% VAT INCREASE. WE WILL PAY VAT
ON ALL ORDERS PLACED IN JANUARY 2011
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FRANCHISES

Interested in running your ownbusiness?

www.dailyexpressfranchise.com
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NOBEL PRIZE WINNING
HEART DISCOVERY

Unlimited Income
Ground floor opportunity
Must listen message

0208 4859000


